Brown, Cecil. 


Cecil Brown, American correspondent, was expelled from Rome the 
Fascists forreporting truths which the Fascists have since learned 
about themselves through bitter experience. During the Nazi push 
through Central Europe, witnessed the Jugoslav defeat and jour- 
neyed through Roumania Turkey and the Middle The major part 
his account begins with the Middle and Egyptian 
From there flew via Iraq, India, and Thailand Singapore. While 
there the war the East broke out and was aboard the Repulse 
when Japanese torpedo bombers sent and the Prince the 
bottom. the right broadcast the campaign the 
British because they believed his accounts "too 
flew Batavia, thence Australia and the United States. 


Brown has much tell the people the United Nations. More books 
this kind should written end read the people the Allies. 
Refusing believe that wartime, truth the first victin, 
Brown insisted that this people's war, they are entitled 
know exactly where they stand and what they have do. His book 
deals very great with the difficulties involved 
ting messages based facts, pessimistic otherwise, through 
the American people. every case found the British soldier 
the field fighting courageously odds and with 
inferior equipment well-trained, and well- 
enemy. The common soldier knew his duty and did it, whether 
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American Bataan, British Australian Malava. Brown 
was chiefly concerned, however, with that who the adminis- 
trative jobs. Egypt, found that almost without 
exception were second rate people who, once ensconced 

pehind desk, proceded act though their had been put 
storage for the duration. They believed that the war could won 
hiding defeats and deficiences not much from the enemy 
their own people. they gambled, drank, attended horse races 
Singapore, thev waited for the Russians the 
Chinese the American fleet the work which they should have 
done. the last, Raffles Hotel did 
with for whom the war was part-time 
While Brown's contacts with the "defensive were almost 
with the British, Americans should remember from reading 
They Were Expendable and review Pearl Harbor, that the adminis- 
trative group lived not fifty yerrs behind their 
times, wrapped their smug security, were not just confined 

the side. Neither the Americans nor the British wanted war 
end they believed that could kept awey declaring 
that war would never come. Cecil exverience with 
who decried time when men were dying Bataan. 
Brown's book great struck against the colonial attitude, 
the belief that could not accept from the Chinese be- 
cause they were after all,a peopls. Race prejudice, class 
feeling are some the things this war being fought for. Neither 
the British nor the Americans have yet realized this completely. 
provincial Englishmen American the greatest aid the Axis 
yet seen. Their desire not disturbed the war and bad news 
the thing Hitler upon. examples this, Brown pointed 
out that British flyine fields Malaya were under water, the Brit- 
ish ruled manoeuvres the and junsle out because was 
assumed that the did not know the 

swamps were impenetrabie. They stick the roads while 
the Japanese picked them off from the The Prince Wales 

end the Repulse went out without aircraft 
the keep their aircraft for the defense 
Besides, battleships were safe from such 
torpedo The British assumed that they would soon 
back their rubber and tin mines end took 
precautions the way scorched eerth policy. They never 
that the Japanese, evacuetion, would thorough job. 

one the Japanese had merely flip switch begin the use 
British station. The British attitude toward the 
was shown the evscuation Penang when only two Europe 
but 1,000 were unimportant technical matte 
the signature twenty-three officials from 
Everywhere found the selfishness Labor 
was more concerned with utilizine the var meens 
the profit than they were sendine help Major 
Bennett Malays were more suspicious 
Chinese Communists than they were Japanese fifth columnists. 


alone, should read with They Were 
finel report Pearl Harbor round out the 
pilots Australia not have pleasant thoughts about 
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Father Coughlin, Senator Wheeler, Lindberg. The book important 
also view the American administration attitude that the public 
cannot told defeats without matching them with some minor 
"victory". England and America the people are more willing 
face bitter truths than their politicians. regrettable that 
the book cannot available for high school students. Mention 
gambline, prostitution, and drinking occur sometimes too 
too bad that agrees with Farinacci the Regime 
that the Vatican's moves are based political calculations, The 
picture the King Italy forcing the Vatican 
contrary Brown's objective Certainly the Vatican's 
outspoken criticism Nazi barbarism indicative its puttine 
principle sbove political The work recommended for 
adult Catholics. Its style renortorial, form. The des- 
the sinking the Repulse one the best pieces 
objective reporting come out the war. Recommended reading 
especially for those who believe that this short 
easy wer win. have two great enemies, ourselves, and the Axis. 
This book will help reslize the necessity for telling the 
truth ourselves that can gauge our enemy. 


James 
New Rochelle 


Richter, Conrad. Tacey Cromwell. Alfred Knopf, October 19, 
208p. $2.00 


Who the better mother for child with streak wildness, the 
sinner who Knows the wavs erring ones, who has been 
tarred with pitch herself the respectable woman who has never 
lived sin but whose goodness verges upon heav- 
ily tinged with intolerance and uncharity? Such the question upon 
which Conrad Richter builds his novel, Tacey Cromwell, story 
Arizona mining country around the turn the when the wild 
life boom town mining was being replaced the 
amore solid and settled way life. This not novel incident 
but one which are developed broadly sketched 
background. 


The crueltv his uncle forces the young and orphaned Wickers Covine- 
ton, usually known Nueget Oldaker, run away from Kansas farm 
his half brother finds Gaye small- 
time gambler combination gambling house-brothel Socorro, 

with the vivid and somewhat aloof madam, Tacey Crom- 
well, who deeply love with him. When Tacey perceives that they 
care for she gives her profession and takes the two 

Bisbee where, her savines, they can start new life. They 
Settle Brewery the town slum, and Tacey tries persuade 
Gaye marrv her but refuses and continues his old profession 
while Tacey settles down housekeeping and providing home for 
Nugget. After their drunken father's untimely death mine ex- 
Tacey, her adds the hard-bitten youne brat, Celia 
and baby brother, Timmy, her family. For two years Tacey 
does the two children, both their early 
teens, but suddenly the respectable people the town learn 
former career decide that she not fit mother. Under 
due process law the children ere taken from her and, while Timmy 


disappears from the story, Nugget and Seely are reared Senator 
Watrous, mine owner, and his unimpeachable daughter, Miss Rudith, 
who had led the fight against Tacey and whose skirts are voluntarily 
drawn when Tacey near. 


Tacey fought bitterly retain her children but the weakling Gaye 
gave her support for their own good she relinquishes them and 
even pushes Gaye into respectability, sending him away but coaching 
him secretly until becomes successful banker and marries Miss 
Rudith. faithlessness and the intolerance the townspeople 
harden Tacey who lives solitude. After some time she opens 
dressmaking establishment which blacklisted Rudith and 
which she unsuccessful until newer citizens settle Bisbee. 
During this time Tacev has contact with the children even dis- 
suading them harshly when they attempt establish such contacts 
put nevertheless, she still vital part the story especially 
the sensitive mind end heart 


the children grow older becomes interested and 
develops into steady responsible character, who recognizes the in- 
justice done Tacey, but Seely, while prim and demure the sur- 
face, inwardly with evil desires which are easily kept 
hidden from Rudith who does not suspect recognize their existence. 
After having been expelled from school Seely elopes with nonentity 
but soon tires her husband and leaves him return home from 
which she runs away with another man from whom she has stillborn 
baby. Rudith heartbroken and when she comes face face 
with Tacey the ruins fire-swept Bisbee seeks sympathy but 
instead roundly castizated. Rudith and Tacey are reconciled but 
Seely remains away presumably sunken the level prostitution 
until she returns Rudith's death several years later and lives 
with Tacey the story ends. 


the story written one led assume that Richter would 
have believe thatTacey would have been better mother than Ru- 
dith since from her own experience sin she would have been able 
diagnose Seely's character and lead her feet away from dangerous 
paths. Rudith being self-righteous would have idea the strength 
temptation and consequently was value Seely while her 
intolerance Tacey was definitely harmful the child. exposing 
one fallacy connected with that conclusion let sav that not 
hecessary have sinned yourself order guide others success- 
fully away from it, although true that repentant sinner often 
draw successfully upon experience others. course 

the main fallacy the situation drevn Mr. Richter lies 

the fact that originally Seely lived with Tacey and Gaye while the 

two latter were unmarried. Consequently woman living sin could 
not possibly have been good mother mere force example. 

the other hand Tacey's charity commended over the self- 
Tighteousness the townspeople whose uncharity Tacey of; 
course, The final answer that both women had 
faults which detracted from their motherhood value and 
Neither would have been good for Major blame must placed 
upon Gaye who was weak sadly fault for not marrying Tacey and 
aiding her toward breaking from her entire- 
ly. The book restrainedly written and there nothing very 
objectionable its treatment. contains elements both good 


and evil but the basic fallacies pointed out above 
not suitable for general distribution.With adequate explenation 
may mature adults but need not recommended very 


Van Doren, Dorothy. Hamilton.. Harper and Brothers, Sept. 


? 


Beautiful, young and attractive heroines could scarcely considered 
uncommon creatures. But meet one endowed with these womanly per- 
twenty-seven widowed mother five children, in- 
deed rare occurrence these days. This whom 
the author says she wrote get ride the 
The result sincere, penetrating study versonality conflicts, 
peopled with real earthly characters and told with simple but 
truly fine gift. 


Urian Oakes, deformed New York newspaper man, Dacey 
was unpredictable When she walked into his office near 
midnight New Year's Eve, 1917, job, that was some- 
thing unusual Fortunately, curiosity was one Urian's 
rare but certainly was very puzzled man few hours 


later after hearing Dacev's somewhat reluctant piece-meal account 
herself. 


child, seems, she had gone with her mother and maternel 
uncle live Paris where her arresting attracted the 
promisine painter, Thatcher man more than twice her own 
age. fifteen, unaware the step she was taking, she 
married Hamilton and went Honolulu whers her husband hoped 
escape all corrunting modern For ten years her life 
served but one purpose, the man's ambition for great 
career. Day after day she posed for his Italian for which 
was hailed the twentieth century Evenines she spent 
the time alone her room forbidden her #nd mother 
take part the socisl life which they entertained. for her 
progeny, too were part Thetcher's plan since 
considered his wife the ideal model for his when she was 
child. upon his death she sold whatever his 
masterpieces she was able and brought her family New York 
lude the memory nightmarish years. 


Through Urian's efforts was soon earning her own livelihood 
and translating foreign publications for The New Democracy, 
weekly. But suddenly she had too she 
from Urian's life. Weeks passed before again met 
her and was invited where was afforded oppor- 
tunity reflect the this woman. the 
naturally, was once greeted and treated new toy. 
But soon Julie Fenn, mother, made her appearance 

was aware sudden tension, strained atmosphere between 

and 


the days 1918 approached with increased rumors 
peace and round himself Dacey more 
than wished himself his friends. From time 
time tried her his companions, entertain her, 
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put always sensed certain fear which seemed draw her within 
and would not allow her become alive. Soon, instead 
Dacev, found himself the frequent companion Julie from 
likewise found answer the 


this time, striking responsive chord from Dacey, his 
had grown deeper than mere friendship. When her two weeks 
came round made have her and the child- 
ren stay his rural Vermont. was there that 
learned the complete dominence under which she was held her 
how her vears with Hamilton she feared clandes- 
tine love him and her mother. 


Shortly after her return New York, visit from her uncle whom 

she not seen since her marriage, opened eves the 
mother's hatred, she learned for first time, was 
prompted the fact that lost her own the man 
whom she had set out win for herseif. And now steadily with 
jealousy she was determined the same with Urian. But when Julie 
was Dacey's knowledge she was seize upon the 
opportunity act the part innocence and departed with 
her for the West. 


gaiety and ice Day Dacey the smiling 
happy people releesed from wer her 
sense just live her life. All dur ing the 
the dav see and speak with Urian from 
she had not heard weeks. When she rushes into his 
his unexpected thet finds new Dacey, eager 
settis down Vermont where her future husbend owner 
and editor his own 


Dacey and Julie the euthor has sympathetic under- 
standing treatment two women with counterparts every 
and the other all whom live 

dcfinitely not wer That emploved solely 
who behind. There warmth tenderness this novel, 

behavior humen 


such merely because the story's interest 
far beyond the 
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Raymond, Rev. The Th.t Overtook Christ. 
Kenedy Sons, Oct. 26, 1942. 422p. $2.75 


tylistically deviates 
from normal biography its disregard for continuity 
its use the novelist's chiefly conversation 

But, the author says the Introduction, "Don't deceived. 

history. The facts facts. the words are Ber- 
own culled either from his sermons his letters." 


the trusted councillor the Duke and 
Alice Montbar were the six sons and dauehter. Well 
favored way, thev earned the resnect end love their 
associates, his inflexible the rule that 
"the only ladder heaven thst stern even his 
judicial decisions the Duke, Hugh II; Alice 

later reap its rich reward, and her ministrations 
beyond the hone the countryside that her funeral “even 
Tescelin was surprised the number and the rank who 
called his little ths title 


While was Alice who motivated her fanily 
friends love was her third eldest son Bernard 
who, vilification full suit arnor per- 
sonal holiness, used the sword the the flane oflove 

acid dipped ven reform the Whether the 
offender were kine noble, rnard did not hesi- 
reprimand, counsel and eventually the Abbot 
Clairveux came the invitations solve Zurope's most pressing 
tures and clerical laxity, the the esse 
Abelard, the recain the Holy Land, and others lesser 
But Bernard concerned himself these problems 
only after had perfected himself rigid adherence the 
strict monastic inaugurated Citeaux. was Bernard's 
dominant aided favors from God (such the gift 
thet convine:d his brother and sister-in-lsw), that 

his father end his five the life and his 

Sister and sister-in-law convent. are 

chosen the title the and the the 
entire fanily: "It profits nan follow Christ, 
fails overtake 


Throughout this novelized biogrenhy the that 

and learn the natural. 

The twelfth has its lesson the twenticth. The 
orders the still most powerful weanons with 
for the life. dicta, point out the 
and loyalty love Christ after the feast 
Christ the Kine when are forward the teast 

thet The Thet Christ all. 


essence this new work the author The Man Who Got Even 
God biorraphy St. Abbot Clairvaux and 


Churchill, Winston The Compiled 
Charles Bade. Litle, Brown and October 21, 1942. 


Charles has compiled the speeches, etc., made 
Winston Churchill between November 12, 1940 and December 30, 1941, 
and has prefaced each speech report the more significant de- 
which took place just before each report was 
presented. Thus loose sense continuity has been the 
developments the covered. definitely the viewpoint 
one man, and for that simple reason the volume cannot 
sidered unprejudiced complete. the political leader 
land, was for Winston Churchill use care his re- 
ports and refrain from making remarks which might 
cost him his position Prime Minister. that simple and indispu- 
table fact kept mind resding the book, the reader will rea- 
lize thet many issues relating the war were naturally omitted. 
fany the speeches and reports have already been presented their 
entirety American newspapers. Others less interest 
such the report the House Commons, 29, 1941, 
war production England, were too long for inclusion our papers. 
Many the shorter reports and messages had local English interest 
and were not printed here. every public utterance made 

Winston Churchill the period covered has been included the 
book. Hence, there that not concern the 
average reader. 


the policies followed the Churchill ministry. reporting the 
House, June 10, 1941, the war, Mr. Churchill mede cleer that 
did not intend give full explanations the members many 
the issues relating the war (p.139). there 
nothing the book which reveals strategy, nor there any indica- 
tion the methods which Churchill thoucht used 
win the war. There book note cour- 
how this mere could ever trans- 
formed into English victory. The and Hitlerism 
wes definitely expressed the only war aim (p.68). plens for 
post-wer world are mentioned the book, the Eieht Foints 
the Atlantic Just how the third point, 
all choose the form under which they will 
live" can harmonized with the toward 


One the most threeds thet one follow the var- 
th: rolationship between the United and 
land, prior actual declaration war our country 
ber 1941. April 27, 1941, the Frime Minister stated, relative 
this matter: "When you come think it, the United States are 
very closely bound with now, and have themselves deeply 
givine moral, snd within the limits have mentioned, 
and May 1941, across the Atlan- 
tic Ocean the Republic the United States itself 
22, 1941, "He (Hitler) hopes, doubt, that all this may 
before winter comes, and that can overwhelm Great 
Britain before the fleet and air power the United States may 
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(p.174); and October-25, 1941, "These (atrocities) are 
but what Hitler would inflict upon the Pritish and 
American peoples only could get the Such re- 
marks seem bit strange this reviewer, they 
impression held the Prime that the United States was 
the war lone before December 1941. Yet our Constitution, which 
presumably respect and reverence, makes provision for our en- 
trance into war save the action both Houses Coneress. 
That phase the book will confusing some tnose 
who vish follow the decisions the Churchill government the 
period treated, the book will prove useful 


Paul Kiniery, 
Assistant Dean--Graduate School 
Loyola 


Fletcher, Inglis. Albermarle. Co., October 


John Locke wrote model consitution for the Lords Proprietors 

the Carolinas which provided for certain freedom but 
established most the caste system witn ruling 
direct contravention the equal liberty end equal 
justice under law. Carolina many classes people were 
involved including gentry and Scotch and English 
artisans, and traders, Swiss and Palatine Germans, and final- 
criminals, smugglers and piretes, much North Carolina 
had received the name Rogues’ Harbor. such diversity 
men trouble was bound arise the conflict diverse interests 
and what more natural such sparsely settled country than that 
those troubles should settled force arms. Conseauently men 
and men became laws unto themselves and the 
ment were handled whichever group could command the most 
power the This was lawlessness which must stamped out 
before permanency settlement and civilization could assured 
with end peaceful The reslization 

sober men that the solution the Eng- 
lish common law with eaual and justice under law established 
the collective voice the was foundation the estab- 
lishment new life the new world. That this 

lawless Carolina the theme Fletcher's new novel, Men 
Albemarle, dealing with what then was Albemarle immediately 
South Virginia the Carolina Province but today the state 
North Carolina. earlier book, Eden, Miss Fletcher des 
the part that these people played the American Revolution 
but now she treats the factors which welded them into free 

People during the reign Queen Anne 1710-1712. 


was sent the Council and the Lords Proprie- 
tors the first full governor North Carolins and bring 
out the lawlessness there. had contend not 
with the problems newly settled country but also with two 
Tival Cary, representing some extent the common 
and the vested but who had been exiled Virginia 
When Cary seized precarious power. addition Hyde was faced with 

border which Virginia wanted annex the richest 
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part North Carolina and the unrest created smugglers and 
pirates who were constant menace trade which was the key 
development the Carolinas. must also face suspicious people 
who doubt the uprightness his intentions and must face them 
with backing other than what his own personality can create. Hyde 
manages attach Thomas Pollock, Glover's most important supporter, 
himself and after some time Cerev's armed bands 
abortive during which exposed the weakness the colony 
the Indians. also suspected trying make Carolina 
Province but the steadfast action such sensible men 
Christopher Gale, Mosely and Roser preserve its 
freedom and help the genesis idea government based 
equal liberty under The governor had protection 
the Indians and near the end the story bloody Indian breaks 
out which slmost the colony before checked. How- 
ever serves bind all grouns together and unify the people com- 
pletely else could have done. 


Although Albenarle hes many the elements historical 
novel primarily story love and fast-movine adventure 

built around and Lady Tower, Michael Carey and 
Marita, two men the world, two women the old. Main- 
weiring, his student davs, had ridden with and, barely 
escaping with his life, was sent veffrev's Assizes the 
running plantation. When had served his sentence came 
America, settled Carolina and his plantation, 
Gift, living the life planter without interest the government 
the country but strong, friendly and upright man trusted and 
and has secured her consent. The mysterious, and 
royally Lady Mary Tower, reality Mary Tudor, illegitimate 
Charles and sister the ill-fsted Monmouth, has been 
sent the queen with Hvde into temporary exile from Englend. With 
her she brings her fresh and lovely Lady 
love with Roger and with her but his devotion new 
people, new country and hers old thet although they love 
passionately they not marry but Mary returns and Roger 
Chapman whose interest the new fits with 

own. 


Marita Tower and the hotheaded, youthful, impetuous, half-outlew, 
half-Quaker, Michael Carey, nephew Thones and sssociated his 
Schemes, fall love but their courtship continually 
the events the times and their positions. Because opposi- 
tion they can only meet infreouently and Marita 
childiike, demure and well-controlled Lady will 
but she has will her own fortified her intense 
for Michael. she and Michael through sort 
marriage before simple old Quaker leaves his 

affairs the Bahamas. treturns particivate his 

rout and later becomes vrivateer, being restored respect- 
ability when rescues from French the 
their departure England wins Lady promise that 
may later court Marita course the reader knows that 
these two lovine hearts will someday the old world and return 
participate the lusty crowth the new. 


historical novel Men Albemarle fairly competent and 
deserving some slight attention. Primarily, however, well 
written, fast-moving and gripping story love and adventure 
early colonial times which very pleasant and entertaining reading. 
Because some slight where Anne Bonney, daughter 

witch, concerned, the book should not recommended for 
adolescents but can safely adults. 


Agar, Herbert. Time Greatness. Little, Brown, and Co., Oct. 
1942. $2.50 


Agar inspiring moralist. belongs the tradition Dawson, 
Jerrold, Berdyaev, and Tawney. Although not Catholic, 
often writes way which wins the enthusiastic admiration Cath- 
olics. The present book belones this category. The central theme 
that the ills the modern world can decline 
moral earnestness among civilized peoples. remedy proposes 
return the ideals justice and charity, under God. 


for Greatness deals primarily with the present con- 
cerned with the immediate and remote causes this debacle and 
with the principles lasting reform which would insure peace for 
generations come. The causes current strife are many, but be- 
neath them all find unwillingness nations live according 
the principles After the last war, the bond 
charity between peoples was broken while nations plunged into the 
struggle gain riches and power. They sunk into the morass iso- 
lationism, conveniently ignoring the forces which were building 
world-shaking explosion. yielded expediency, witness 
Ethiopia and Even reformers acted the assumption that 
economic ills were the exclusive causes the world's sickness and 
ignored the needs the spirit their prescriptions and remedies. 
wll forgot that the dignity each individual man before God can 
the only foundation true society. Thus the world plunged into 
barbarism, the violent barbarism the Axis and the soft barbarism 
those who sought wealth and economic power. have lived through 
against civilization, and America are means 
guiltless. 


This central theme moral degeneracy the 
fields our national life. There offered keen analysis the 
weakness politics, racial relationships, business, labor, civil 
liberties, and similar centers storm and stress. spite these 
critical observations, the tone the book basically optimistic. 
held that the American tradition one reverence for re- 
ligion and morality. The easy ways recent years were not entirely 
for us. There hope that the sorrows and hardships which 

endure will regenerate our spirit patrio- 
tism and reverence for God. 


This book may recommended for all Catholic readers excellent 

discerning. general hsrmony with the spirit the 
social encyclicals recent years. Indeed were commentary 
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these documents written with the style and insight this 
author, having addition the positive, constructive recommenda- 
tions which are often lacking the present book, would 
notable social document. 


Rev. John Cronin, S.S. 
St. Mary's Seminary, Baltimore 


Gable, Sister Meriella, Great Modern Catholic Short Stories. 
Sheed and October 21, 1942. 


This anthology consists ten stories about nuns, seven about monks, 
nine about priests, such top-flight authors Ernest Hemingway, 
Geoffrey Household, Phyllis Bottome, L.A.G. the late Eliza- 
beth Roberts. object only the title. The fact that some 
first-rank writers,--most those represented this collection 

are not themselves Catholic,--have been honest and sympathetic 
their treatment priests and have scorned the lurid 
Freudian the anti-clericals, not sufficient 
grounds for limited use Catholic. short story can Catho- 
lic without mention cassock coif. Brendan Gill's The Knife, 
Frederic Scribner's Victory are that may “not 
great, but are certainly Catholic literature Catholic 
either because produced Catholic authors, because 
presents approach life, which essentially 
Catholic. Not all Catholic authors write Catholic stories; nor are 
all Catholic stories written Catholic authors. Moreover, stories 
about nuns, monks, priests,--whether Catholic non-Catholic 
authors,--are not the only Catholic stories. they are, then what 
ere Chesterton's tales about Father Brown? 


this collection enjoyable and satisfyingly represent 
ative anthology can be. grieve the omission Chesterton, 
S.V. The Bishop's Vincent The Parish 


Cockroaches; are tickled that there mention 
Dennis Kathleen Norris. 


7, 


Grady, 
University Scranton 


Willisms, Rebecca Yancey. Carry Back. Dutton, Oct. 


For good hearty laugh and pleasant Carry Back the 
remedy for these hectic, nerve-straining Chronicled 
the form fifteen-year-old girl's diarv, Mrs. Williams' reflec- 
tions about her family, relatives and friends 
portreit typical folk. 


Bob" Yancey, already immortalized The Vanishing Virginian, 
not men tempered with. order from him was definitely 
hot reouest. when Rebecca tree and 
suggested more pursuit, diary for instance, 
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there was but one alternative-to start diary. From that moment 
every incident and adventure, individual foibles and peculiarities 
were diligently observed and secretly recorded. 


Most Rebecca's comments, course, concern 
teen days; episodes school, parties with her friends the attic, 
sleigh rides. Then came the big event, her first real grown-up party 
where she met The retelling this romance gem, es- 
pecially when Cousin Lucille appeared upon the scene and went into 
action. Oddly enough Lucille who steals goodly portion 

the diarist's attention, but then that expected when rival 
for one's suitor makes life become real and earnest. 


Introduced object sympathy, Lucille displays her false, 
lazy and conceited nature without much provocation. Pretty, always 
over-dressed, eager attract the male eye, her deceitfulness does 
not escape the unobtrusive but discerning attention Miss Rosa, 
Rebecca's mother. Engaged and apparently prepared wed Harold, 
Lucille jilts the young medical intern the eve her marriage, 
thanks some splendid outmaneuvering mother's part. 


far, however, the outstanding attractions the chronicle are 
centered about the Yancey family. Bob, quick-tongued, loud, 

but through and through father, the man's man. Then 
there Rosa, lovable and always managing what she 
wants while allowing her believe having his own way. 
And throughout the lino numerous brothers and 
sisters and uncounted relatives. 


There warmth end Carry unspoiled smart 
sophistication and unhealthy humor. fsther's language 
objectionable when his reaches its zenith, but scarcely 
arouses undue heartily recommend Beck all 
adults because csrrics with firm reassurance that there 

might good deal, after all, that almost forgotten institution 


the family. 


Glaspell, Susan, Norma Ashe, J.B. Lippincott. October 14, 1942. 


1896, Joseph Langley came the new Pionesr College 
his class, chose Rosie Major, Virgil Whitman, Austin Wurthen, 
Helen Foster, and Norma Ashe, for specisl formation. These five, with 
Jensen, talked inspiringly,--so the story insists,--of 
dream human through vision the truth. They would, 
hoped, "see rift and hold the dicd before 
they graduated, but they felt that lived the inspiration 
had imparted them, For Norma, the most member 
the select circle, had arranged study Univer- 
But, the train home from college, Norma 

met intense and moody young men who "swept hor off her feet" and, 
before the summer she her fellowship, end went off 

Texas, happy Mrs. Max Max sold 

the Penhandle until “better proposition" took him Dallas. There, 
Norma diamond ring; first their second 
child, Fred, lived but was Then, slmost nine years 


Texas, they had move suddenly Iroquois City, Illinois, when 
Mex became dangerously involved oil speeulation. Illinois, 
their daughter, Lorna, was born; Max made money factory; they 
were taken the and went the Church. 
Max was killed accident the factory crucial time 
his affairs, and Norma was left with her two children, Max's debts, 
and mortgage old-fashioned house the older part the 
city. With nothing else support herself and her children, Norma 
foreclosed the mortgage and opened boarding house which prospered 
for time, but gradually fell into decay. She became obsessed with 
money-getting, trying make ends meet. Fred turned 

out spoiled Lorna rebelled against her mother's 
attempts keep pretensions and took with one 
the boarders, young chiropractor called Stanton. 


When Fred was caught bootlegging, Norma went Chicago and sold her 
diamond pay his bail. She staved Chicago and had earn 
her livelihood working slavey boarding house. OMe day, 
she went the University Chicago errand for her employer; 
there she attended lecture her old classmate, Austin Wurthen, 
now successful industrialist, and impulsively contradicted hin, 
creating scene. young student, Scott Neuboldt, she 
tells him their old professor and the which she had 
almost forgotten. Emil Jensen, now labor leader, finds her and 
tells her that the idol their school-davs committed suicide be- 
cause had had brain tumor. Disillusioned, Norma returns Iro- 
quois City where her daughter hss married Doc and has con- 
verted the old into apartments. While clearing out the 
attic, old school-books are brourht she one 
notebooks, recaptures the conviction "truth" end dies, 
telling herself, "This time will all the wav." 


The book msy taken honest attempt the author teach 
some sort spiritusl truth and But the "message" 
emount sincerity enthusiasm can supply for the lack solid 
substance; and without more substantial philosophy than occasional 
Plato, Ashe not even good class-B novel. 


University Scranton 


Marcia. The Valley Decision. Charles Scribners. 
Oct. 26, 1942. 790p. $3.00 


From Black Fridsy September 1873 Pearl Harbor Sunday Mrs. 
and industry through the eyes American born Irish girl 
her second major novel, The Valley Decision. greater 
tent she attempts show how nobility spirit steadfest re- 
solution single obscure individuel spreed its effect until 


September 1873 the impressionable, uneducated 
but loyal high-principled Refferty left her home 
Pittsburgh's Irish Shentytown work maid the Scotch 
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Presbyterian family the stern but kindly and upright William Scott 
whose father had been one Pittsburgh's pioneer steelmen. the 
days Carnegie and Frick and McCandless when was be- 
the beckbone American industry, William Scott, whose mill 
had served the Union cause nobly during the Civil wisely de- 
cided that his business was small family affair, not corporation 
that could compete even terms with the giants, but whose output 
should devoted specialty steels and whose personality should 
moulded family character and principles. those days the 
Anelgamated was the steelworker's union but the workers were Irish 
and Scotch and the union was not effective. Scott would have 
dealines with the Amalgamated but was harsher with his men 
than the average industrialist those days and considerably better 
than many. 


Rafferty, whose family existence had been harsh and makeshift, 
was attracted the close family life the Scotts and determined 
devote herself loyally the the children 
Paul and were too old for her ministrations. She lavished 
her care and affection the twins, Constance and Edgar the same 
time Sunday visits promote the her crippled 
father, her fanatically union-minded brother, James and her errant 
sister, Bridget. Shortly after her advent into the Scott family, Wil- 
liam, the eldest son, Julis dsughter Boston 
financier who the same time acouired small interest the Scott 
William worked the business office the nill 
but had interest for any part such distasteful business. 
the second son, grew up, became intensely interested the 
mill and after having worked for several summers steelmaking 
went Ysle where completed course before re- 
turning share his father's work. The between father 
and son was very close and his father's character was deeply 
impressed upon Paul that all his life the mill wes conducted 
ing his father's principles. 


Constance grows older she becomes willful and interested only 
gay life until the age seventeen, with and Julia's 
connivance she marries degenerate noble family. 

Paul has become interested Mary and finally both are love with 
each other but Mary will not marry him because she feels her lowly 
will reflect upon the family and destroy its position, and 
its work, the mill. James Rafferty engages more in- 
tensely unionization into conflict with the elder William 
Scott who, however, retains him because his ability. 


Scott, William's wife, and mother, sends Mary 
with Constance where Mary stays until Constance's baby, 
born. Constance distributes her favors wisely that 
the men whose mistresses she becomes shower her with the pleasure 
and wealth she desires. While Mery avay Edgar, twin, 
who brilliant, interested philosophy but not steel and 
has drifted into life whose leisure moments are spent 
houses ill fact concealed from everyone but Paul. One 
seduces Bridget Rafferty, not knowing until much later that 

she Mary's sister, and starts her into career sordid prosti- 

tution. The rather negative marries Nicholas the 
Presbyterian Foreign Mission Board. 
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1883 Mary summoned home learn that the family approves 
her marriage Paul and consents. the meantime Mr. Scott has 
determined buy back the Gaylord interest his mill 
doing quarrel precipitated William, Jr. who leaves his father 
and Boston with his James Rafferty calls 
strike for union recognition Scotts and Paul and Mary finally 
persuade William Scott negotiate with James Rafferty. Induced 

lying rumor treachery James shoots William Scott and himself 
killed the ensuing riot. Mary secludes herself with her father 

and penance for her brother's crime gives Paul.In typical 
flood Paul and Mary are trapped the river for three 
days derelict shack during which time they ~ive themselves 
each other sexually but agree break their union completely. 


Paul returns Pittsburgh and marries Louise Kane, childhood 
and victim dependency neurosis, who bears him son, 
Dick. Mary sets seamstress. After his father's Paul 
was left control the mill which was, however, divided 
the five children that vote three was necessary for 
policy determination. Clarissa Scott takes ill cancer and Louise 
completely incapable managing anything that Mary returns 
bring order out chaos and care for her family. Clarissa Scott dies 
and shortly after Louise bears twins, Tom Ted. the 
Edgar hes begun realize the futility his life and becone 
psychotic over his past misdeeds. 1892, three years after his 
mother's death, confesses Paul and Mary that had seduced 
Mary's sister and determined Rome and become 
tine expiation. 


Paul and Louise not and presence continual 
aggravation. Mary spends much her time the families 

the Czechs and Slovaks who displacine the Irish the 
mills snd expecially Julka who ardent Czeck patriot. 
During the Spanish War, Scott makes special projectile steel 
which helps win the Bay. Shortly after the end 

the war Louise dies. 1901 Williem Scott with help tries 
bring Scott into the forming U.S. Corporation but Mary per- 
suades Constance swing the vote after Edear had split his 
Share Scott's between Mary and Constance and the deal blocked 
keeping the mill the fanily. this time Mary was Paul's wife 
all but name and the marriage bed. Their relations are impeccable. 

1901 Elizabeth Nicholas bears son, Ben, Jr., who later 
the villain the story. Constance's daughter, Clarrie marries 

Evan Gregory 1902 and late that vear dies birth 
daughter, Claire, who reared her grandmother and her father 

until the latter killed the first World 


1912 Paul's son Dick, married the rather mousy Ruth, was 
the mill, Tom had left home search adventure and 
Ted, whose real desire lay scholarly pursuits, was reluctantly 
working the mill's business office. Shortly afterwards, Paul's 
brother, William, died and his share the mill was divided between 
his children, Willy and Angelica. the World War Paul works 
the mill top speed the service the Allies, Dick killed, 
Tom crippled, Evan Gregory killed and Claire after having 
helped her grandmother care for the wounded the Chateau the 
comes Pittsburgh. Ted spite his dislike helps his 
father the mill givine all thoughts scholerly life. 
1917 Ted married the horsy Lauchlan Intyre the Mellon Rolling 
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set. 1918 Paul, because his desolation over Dick's death, 
forsakes his father's principles and the mill keeping 
the shares the family. Claire after three years Pittsburgh 
returns France. November Paul catches pneumonia and dies. 
Julka Liska Czechoslovakia aid Masaryk the con- 
struction that new Mary lives alone the old 
home. 


The scene shifts abruptly Berlin 1933 where find the rest- 
less, homeless Claire the demonstration Hitler's acces- 
sion the Chancellory. aura doom overcasts the scene, 
aura which develops steadily throughout the remainder the story 
which, with few exceptions, occurs Eurove. She contact 
with the Liskas and with Mary both whom she visits irregular 
1934 Claire comes America and finds the Scotts to- 
gether with the country large the afterthroes the famous 
depression. Ben Nicholas, Jr. has developed into the archetype 
industrial manipulstor has become tremendously 
wealthy. advises Ted the conduct the mill and the Scott 
estate, even prostitution buyer for the old 
Scott residence order cut down expenses. Mary and Claire 
frustrate this plan and Ben then opens affair with Lauchlan be- 
hind Ted's back. The restless Claire has brief affair with Jerry 
Liska which soon broken off. Claire then discovers Ben's real 
intention, sain the mill and sell steel Hitler. 
She determines block that intention later when comes 
heed. early 1935 she accepts job foreign correspondent 

cover Europe from the point view the common people and 
becomes tremendously successful. 


During 1936 Ben matures his plens for taking over the mill and Claire 
falls love with Anton Liska, musician Prague, and marries 

him 1937 continuing, however, her work. September 

and October, 1937, Claire returns America and gathers information 
Ben activities. threatening reveal Lauchlan's 
affairs Ted she persuades Lauchlan induce Ted vote 
Ben and with the help end several others rescues the mill 
from Ben's grasp. 1938 Claire lives with Anton Prague follow- 
ing the course history and 1939 she and Anton, American 
citizens, leave Prague for France where they participate its 
and then London where Anton works with the Czech 
while Claire comes Pittsburgh for the birth her baby. 1941 
She reinvigorates Ted into turning the mill into the same blazing 
weapon for liberty has been the Claire's son, Evan, 
born 1941 and shortly after 7th the book ends with Mery 
reflecting upon her life Paul's end the wav which the family 
goal, the mill, still functioning for 


The major fault The Decision that its scope much 
too vast and that the worthwhile parts, the the develop- 
ment the steel industry and Pittsburgh, are too sketchily 
treated, being subordinated the personelity Mary and the 
last 200 pages the development the present world conflict which 
has been capably treated elsewhere. The portions the 
describing Pittsburgh and its people are excellently done and 
are true life could That the family owed the 
Maintenance its position and whatever good accomplished 
Mary clear and with certain exceptions her character 
able. There are, however, many things about her Her 


Catholicity seems dilute and pallid, although acceptable, but her 
fornication with Paul during the flood was reprehensible was her 
attitude (p.267) that love was not important marriage when she 
urged Paul marry Louise. Among other objectionable features are 
the following; unnecessary profanity, the condoning Constance's 
Paul's affair with prostitute 1895 New York (p.362), 
Claire's trial sexual relations with Jack Thomas 
discover whether not she could marry him (p.610), the allowing 
infanticide save mother's life (p.385), Claire's attitude to- 
ward her first Wood and her use contraceptives 
prevent childbearing (p.591), Claire's seduction Jerry (un- 
necessary for the story) (pp.624-625), and Claire's deal with Lauch- 
lan (pp.708-710). The descriptions German atrocities (pp.771-777) 
Czechoslovakia are too strong fare for the ordinary reader. 
finitely this book cannot for the general reader. 
Although might possibly allowed extremely mature and 
criminating adults who understand the correct treatment the ob- 
jections cited should not even these cases too freely re- 
commended. 


Macmillan, Oct. 20, 


Agncs Sligh. 
1942. 483p. $2.75 


For her latest novel Mrs. Turnbull chosen the critical 
tionary period American one somewhat liks the 
with its war two fronts. The town Hannestown Pittsburgh 
their meager snd precsrious livine from the soil, 
ever-present from Indisns and equally desdly rattle- 
snakes. needed its manpower tor yet secrificed 
its hundreds men General for the fight the 
Its life was mixture militery needs with those for 
livelihood with meiger religious and social Mrs. Turnbull 
tells this story end frontier life 
the late 1770's through the life the Murreys, the 
strong-willed Martha Murray who was keep alive some 

the Old culture. The car:ful blending Indian 
conditions farming, end political and social 
history give the book equal men and women. course,, 
there romance between Violet Murray and Hueh whom 

the Murrays had adopted. The climax the story reached with 

the burning Hannastown the and the clever ruse whereby 
the inhabitants mved from 


The Day Must Dawn. 


This competently written novel, subdued yet showing 
the place strong and simple characters the molding the 
nation. The only moral point involved shooting the 
Irishman who had seduced his fiancee but that excusable 
time when courts were berely functioning. The Must 
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